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Problem 

 Drainage areas and watershed boundaries 

are a critical to analysis of hydrologic data 

(streamflow and water quality) 

 Delineations have been done differently 

across the country 

 A nationally consistent dataset of NWIS 

drainage area polygons (based on WBD) 

would benefit everyone who uses USGS 

hydrologic data. 



Gage watershed 

 Aligning a watershed 

WBD HUC12 polygons 

Gage watershed (aligned) 



Ingredients 

 Watershed provided from any source 

 WBD watersheds (HU12) 

 “Pour points” developed from NHDPlus for 

each HU12 polygon 
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Water Science Center Review 



Take away 

 Complete National datasets (NED, WBD, 

NHDPlus) make this possible 

 NWIS gage polygons will be available through 

the NHD to the public in a batch download 

 We aim to provide a web service that serves 

these NWIS polygons 

 


